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In 1840, there were 6,000 Jews living in the Land of Israel. By 1917, that number grew to
60,000. When the State was declared in 1948, there were 600,000. And today there are
over 6.7 million Jews living in Israel!

The Jewish population in the Land of Israel climbed from being of 1% of world Jewry to
6% in 1948, to almost half of all Jews in the world today.

The Ingathering of the Exiles is perhaps a greater miracle than the Exodus from Egypt!
Firstly, the Exodus came after 210 years of slavery, whereas the return to modern Israel
happened after almost 2,000 years.

Secondly, all the Israelites came out of one country whereas in the modern era Jews came
from over 100 countries.

Thirdly, in Egypt all Jews lived in one confined, culturally segregated ghetto in Goshen,
speaking only Hebrew, whereas Israel has seen the return of Jews from every cultural,
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political and ideological background, speaking over 80 different languages somehow
forged into one functional society.



16

XIN2 O9ND ONY (2

N 279 02121 199
1D 290 1122 IMYYN YOR) ©2¥I9? HaNHT2 HNIPH D112 1Y NINIY NINY N N (T)
:PNINN DOPOYR NITYN DXT22 IND? VYN NN (M)

Innocents Abroad, Vol. I, Mark Twain, Harper and Brothers, 1922, NY

(impressions of his visit to Israel in 1867)

We never saw a human being on the whole route.... There is not a solitary village throughout
its whole extent — not for 30 miles in either direction. ...One may ride 10 miles (16 km)
hereabouts and not see 10 human beings.” ...these unpeopled deserts, these rusty mounds of
barrenness. ..
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Innocents Abroad, Vol. I, Mark Twain, Harper and Brothers, 1922, NY

(impressions of his visit to Israel in 1867)

We traversed some miles of the desolate country, whose soil is rich enough but is given wholly to
weeds, as silent, mournful expanse.

A desolation is here that not even imagination can grace with the pomp of life and action...
We never saw a human being on the whole route.

We pressed on towards the goal..., renowned Jerusalem.

The further we went, the hotter the sun got, the more rocky and bare, repulsive and dreary the
landscape became. There was hardly a tree or a shrub anywhere.

Even the olive and the cactus, those fast friends of a worthless soil, had almost deserted the
country.

No landscape exists that is more tiresome to the eye than that which bound the approaches to
Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is mournful, dreary and lifeless. I would not desire to live there.
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Modern Science in Bible Lands, Professor Sir John William Dosson, pp. 449-450,
(London, 1888)

Israel awaits its true and only permanent residents.

Until today no people has succeeded in establishing national dominion in the Land
of Israel...

No national unity or spirit of nationalism has acquired any hold there.

The mixed multitude of itinerant tribes that managed to settle there did so on lease, as
temporary residents.




19
It seems that they await the return of the permanent residents of the Land.
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As the Jewish people returned to the Land, the Land responded in return. The desert has become
an oasis and the desolation a blessing.


http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%90%D7%92%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%AA_%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%99%22%D7%94
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Israel quickly started developing innovative agricultural expertise and water conservation
technologies.

The returning Jews have now planted over 250 million trees and Israel is the only nation on earth
that entered the 21st century with more trees than a century earlier.

It boasts more than 300 wineries and its wine, fruits and other products are exported all over the
world.

The average Israeli cow produces 12,000 liters of milk per year. That is the highest in the world,
more than countries such as the United States and Holland, which are renowned for their dairy
production.
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Albert Einstein
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There are only two ways to live your life:
One is as though nothing is a miracle.
The other is as though everything is a miracle.
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